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Sex Positivity Means Knowing the Facts



 Public Health Partners
 LGBTQ+ and other CBOs and Stakeholders
 Persons living with HIV
 Advocacy Organizations and Foundations
 Academic Institutions, including HBCUs, Medical and Public 

Health Schools
 Medical Associations
 Pharmacies and Pharmacy Associations
 Community Health Centers
 Faith-based organizations
 1:1 Engagements with State, Territorial, Local, and Tribal 

Jurisdictions
 Research Organizations
 Media

Nearly 700 White House Engagements





Where We Are Today



Where We Are Today



State of the Epidemiology



U.S. Situation Update – May 24, 2023
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30,422
Total confirmed mpox
/ orthopoxvirus cases

*For recent mpox casenumbers see CDC Situation Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/mpox

42
Total deaths



Daily Mpox Cases and 7 Day Daily Average Reported in U.S.

Data as of May 24, 2023
*For recent mpox casenumbers see CDC Situation Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/mpox



Mpox Demographics- May 24, 2023



Vaccine Updates
and The Risk of Future U.S. Mpox Outbreaks



MPOX PREVENTION

TOOLKIT

Vaccine: Prevents 
infection & complications 
of mpox

Testing:  Identifies
infections and allows for public 
health action and supportive 
treatment/investigational drug 
access. Think HIV/STI!

Education: Informing people of how 
mpox is transmitted so they can 
make informed decisions about their 
sex lives and harm reduction. 

The Sexual Health Toolkit

HIV and STI



Summary of VE Studies May 18, 2023

1 dose VE=75.2% (61.2-84.2%) 

1 dose VE= 35.8% (22.1-47.1%)

1 dose VE=68.1% (24.9-86.5%) 

1or2 dose VE=75.7% (48.5-88.5%)

2 dose=88.5% (44.1-97.6%) 

2 dose VE= 66.0% (47.4-78.1%)

2 dose  VE=86% (73.8-92.4%)

Mpox cases from surveillance compared to self 
identified controls at sexual health services 
through self report on survey.

No statistical difference in SQ, ID or Mixed

Immunocompromised with 2 dose VE not 
statistically different than non-IC.

EMR-based. Mpox cases compared to MSM with 
new HIV diagnosis or PrEP use.

2193 cases and 8319 controls.  Large sample.

Surveillance registry based.  Mpox cases 
compared to MSM with incident rectal GC/Ct or 
Primary Syphilis.

Study focused on people with biomarkers of 
recent behaviors that might increase mpox
exposure risk.

Overlapping Confidence Intervals

Zero Dose Vaccine Effectiveness is 

ZERO



1 or more STI,
>1 Sex partner

in the last 6 months

Sex partners of people
who have indications

for vaccine
(e.g.  sex workers)

Sex at sex venues or
large events/festivals or
sex in a geography with  

mpox transmission

Or other 
Immunocompromise

with recent or
anticipated exposure

Or anticipate experiencing any of the above scenarios

ASKING FOR THE VACCINE IS ENOUGH TO GET IT!

Who Should Be Vaccinated?  
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis Before Sex



Mpox Vaccine Administration in the U.S. 

1,222,510
doses administered in the 57 U.S. jurisdictions

Data as of May 23, 2023



CDC Modeling Forecast: 
We Are Still at Risk of a Large and Costly Outbreak !

• The more immunity we have in 
the community, the lower the 
chance that we will have any 
outbreaks.

• Higher vaccination=Lower risk for 
an outbreak

• The size of future outbreaks 
could be equal to or larger than 
our current outbreak if 
vaccination coverage is less than 
30-35%.

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/response/2022/risk-assessment-of-resurgence.html



1st Dose = 37%
Fully Vaccinated = 23%

Vaccine Coverage by Jurisdiction



Updated Mpox Risk Assessment-May 17,2023



https://aidsvu.org/prep-use-race-ethnicity-launch-22/

Mpox Vax to Case compared to HIV PrEP to Need Ratio



Mpox Therapeutics



Reported through January 25, 2023

Cumulative Number of TPOXX-Prescribed Patients Reported to CDC

6,832
patients prescribed 

or treated with 
TPOXX



STOMP Study



The Mpox Syndemic

DD



Syndemics are epidemics that 
interact with each other 
and by that interaction

increase their adverse effects 
on the health of communities 

that face systematic, structural, 
and other inequities.



Mpox Joins the Syndemic

Negative Social 
Determinants of 

Health

Increased
Synergistic Impact

on Affected 
Communities

SYNDEMIC





People with mpox and HIV were 
more likely to report severe 
symptoms 

People with mpox and  HIV were 
more likely to be hospitalized. 
(8% vs 3%).

People with a detectable VL experienced more 
severe symptoms and were more than 3X more 
likely to be hospitalized than all people with HIV 
and 9X more likely than people without HIV.

People with T cells <350 were 2X as likely to be 
hospitalized than all people with HIV and 5X more 
likely than people without HIV.

HIV Makes Mpox More Severe



 57 people with severe disease reported to CDC for consultation

• 82% had HIV, others with non-HIV immunocompromising conditions

• 72 % with CD4 count less than 50

• Less than 9% on HIV medications

• 68% Black 

• 23% homeless

 12 deaths reported among the 57

• 5 confirmed related to mpox

Characteristic (no. with 
information available) No. (%)

HIV CD4, cells/mm
3

(43)

<50 31 (72.1)

50–200 9 (20.9)

>200 3 (7.0)

HIV Treatment (47)

On ART at the time of mpox
diagnosis

4 (8.5)







Focus on Select Clinical Characteristics



Homelessness and Mpox- Los Angeles County, 2022



Syndemic Challenges Require Syndemic Solutions





Summer Health Resources and Engagement

NR



Syndemic Messages for Summer 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/summer/index.html#print



Additional Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/collections/pages/pride-event-card.html

https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/staying-in-hiv-care/other-related-health-issues/monkeypox/

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/pdf/Mpox-Poster-for-Sex-Venues-8.5x11-508.pdf



House & Ball

Community



 Lead with Joy, Love, and Respect for the Community.
• It’s your superpower!

 Vaccine is our best defense against mpox.
• Vaccinate people who could benefit from the shot.
• If they ask for it, they need it– minimize risk assessment.
• Make sure that people have had BOTH doses of the vaccine.
• Consider administering vaccine in your practice if you aren’t doing it.
• Partner with local events to “Get Ready for Summer” before, during and after events

 Take a syndemic and sexual health point of view. 
• When you think mpox, think HIV, STI, and harm reduction and visa versa
• Include mpox vaccine on your Sexual Health checklist! 

 Keep mpox on your list!
• if you see a rash that is suspicious, even in people with prior infection or vaccination, 

encourage providers to test for mpox.

 Knowledge is power
• Use a harm reduction approach by reminding people of how mpox is transmitted so that they 

can make informed decisions about their sex lives.

We Need Your Help to Implement the Whole Tool Kit!



Demetre.C.Daskalakis@who.eop.gov
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